
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 REPORT TO: Executive Board 
 
 REPORT NO: COET/13/19 
 
 DATE: 8 October 2019  
 
 LEAD MEMBER: Councillor David A Bithell 
  (Place – Environment and Transport)  
      
 CONTACT OFFICER: Neil Taunt (Tel: 729734) 
 

SUBJECT:  Discretionary Charges for Provision of Sustainable 
 Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving Body Pre-
 Application Advice  

 
 WARD: All  
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
  

The commencement of Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act on 7 
January 2019 gives Wrexham County Borough Council the statutory duty of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving Body. This requires the SuDS 
Approving Body to approve, and in many instances adopt, drainage schemes for all 
new developments with drainage implications over a given size. This report seeks 
approval for the principle of charging for pre-application advice and agreement to 
the proposed charges.  

  
2.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
2.1 The commencement of Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water Management Act on 7 

January 2019 gives Wrexham County Borough Council the statutory duty of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving Body. This requires the SuDS 
Approving Body to approve, and in many instances adopt drainage schemes for all 
new developments with drainage implications over a given size. 

 
 
2.2 The importance of early consideration of the implications of the Statutory Standards 

for SuDS for all qualifying development is essential to ensure the successful 
delivery of compliant schemes without undue delay associated with redesign or 
consideration later in the development planning service. 
 

 
2.3 To date the pre-application advice service has resulted in significantly redesigned 

schemes that more fully compliment the aims, objectives and required standards 
associated with Welsh Ministers Standards. This significantly reduces the time and 



 

uncertainty associated with the determination of full applications for Sustainable 
Drainage Approval Body (SAB) approval that is required, in addition to planning 
permission, prior to the commencement of any construction works on site. 

 
2.4 The introduction of a charged pre-application advice service will enable additional 

resource to be funded to deliver the service, this will result in higher quality 
compliant SuDS schemes being brought forward, whilst significantly reducing the 
chance of refusal/redesign at full application stage. 

 
2.5 Appendix 1 details the proposed charging regime, based on development site area 

and details the level of service that will be provided, which is linked to the scale of 
Application Fees payable in accordance with Regulations. 

 
3 RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 Members approve the discretionary charging regime as proposed, to come 

into force from 1 November 2019. 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 

(i) To enable the sustainable delivery of an added value discretionary service. 
 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
4.1 The Commencement Order for implementing Schedule 3 of the Flood and Water 

Management Act 2010 was signed on 1 May 2018.  This set a start date of 7 

January 2019 upon which Wrexham County Borough Council is required to 
undertake the role of a Sustainable Drainage Approving Body.  From this date, all 
new developments of more than one dwelling house or where the construction area 
is 100 square meters or more, will require a sustainable drainage system. 

 
4.2 A report to Executive Board on 8 January 2019 (Report No HEP/01/19) outlined the 

delivery of the SuDS Approving Body duty within Wrexham County Borough 
Council. This delegated the necessary operational responsibilities and powers to 
determine applications for approval to the Head of Environment and Planning, 
which have transferred to the Chief Officer Environment & Technical. 

 
4.3 Application Fees are governed by the Sustainable Drainage (Application for 

Approval Fees)(Wales) Regulations 2018 and must be  calculated by reference to 
the size of the construction area. An application fee of £350 is payable plus the 
following up to a maximum of £7,500:- 

 
 
£70 for each 0.1 hectare or fraction of a 0.1 of a hectare, for the first 0.5 hectare; 
£50 for each 0.1 hectare or fraction of a 0.1 of a hectare, from 0.5 hectare up to and 
including 1.0 hectare;  
£20 for each 0.1 hectare or fraction of a 0.1 of a hectare, from 1.0 hectare up to and 
including 5.0 hectares; and 
£10 for each additional 0.1 hectare or fraction of a 0.1 of a hectare in excess of 5.0 
hectares. 

 
4.4 The Regulations also prescribe for an Inspection Fee as a condition of approval to 

enable cost recovering whilst ensuring construction takes place in accordance with 



 

the Sustainable Drainage Approving Body approval. This has been set at £168 for 
each inspection undertaken. 

 
4.5 The Statutory Standards for Sustainable Drainage Systems published by Welsh 

Government envisage pre-application discussions between the developer, SuDS 
Approving Body and the Local Planning Authority to identify the most cost effective 
way to integrate SuDS within the emerging scheme design and that there may be a 
charge for this service.  The benefits of discussions should ensure the approvals 
process for SuDS and planning is not delayed, resulting in later cost savings. It is 
proposed that  this discretionary service be provided for a charge  similar  to the 
existing planning application pre-application advice service. 

 
4.6 Giving developers, consultants and other parties involved in any project with 

drainage implications, access to formal advice and comment on proposed 
development sites at the earliest stage in the process will significantly improve the 
chances of successful applications for full SAB. Local considerations, constraints or 
known issues can have significant implications on scheme design and layout and 
could have resultant impacts on accompanying planning permissions and approvals 
that could require costly redesign or amendments. 

 
4.7 The discretionary SAB pre-application advice service will provide advice based 

around the levels of service detailed within Appendix 1. Fee levels have been set at 
a proportion of the full SAB application fee as prescribed in legislation as detailed in 
paragraph 4.3 above. 

 
4.8 Fees are determined based on the size of the proposed development site (akin to 

the planning red line boundary), with larger sites more likely to require a more 
detailed scrutiny of proposals. 

 
4.9 This approach is deemed proportionate and consistent with the approach taken 

within the guiding legislation that denies full application fee charges on the size of 
the application site. 

 
4.10 Pre-application advice fees will initially be set at 30% of the full application fee. This 

is considered sufficient to cover staff costs associated with initial discussions, 
scrutiny of supplied information, attendance at meetings and provision of formal 
feedback. Multiple submissions or revisions would require the payment of additional 
fees if the scope of work significantly exceeds that as detailed within Appendix 1.  

 
4.11 This would comprise a bespoke fee based on an hourly charge to provide further 

services including, but not limited to: attendance at meetings, supplementary 
technical review of amended or revised design details, attendance at site visits etc.  
For this service the SAB will prepare a bespoke fee proposal confirming 
deliverables and providing a cost breakdown for the applicant’s consideration prior 
to their acceptance. 

 
4.12 Proposed Wrexham County Borough Council SAB pre-application advice service 

fees for a range of development site areas are as follows (based on 30% of full 
application fee): 

 



 

 
 
 

Development Size SAB Pre-App Fee 
 

0 – 0.1ha (minimum fee) £126 
0.5 ha £210 
1.0 ha £285 
5.0 ha £525 
10.0 ha £675 
65.0 (maximum fee) £2250 

 
4.13 As with the Full SAB application fee, Planning application fee and Planning Pre-

Application Advice fee; charges will not be subject to VAT. 
 
4.14 Appendix 1 also details services that will not be included within the process. This 

includes direct consultation from the SAB to statutory consultees defined within the 
legislation. Applicants will be advised of the importance of entering into 
conversations with the likes of Dwr Cymru or Natural Resources Wales prior to 
submission of formal/full applications for SAB approval where this is likely to impact 
on any future SuDS scheme. 

 
4.15 Whilst it is anticipated that setting the fee level at 30% of the full application fee may 

not fully cover staff costs associated with the provision of the service, it is 
anticipated that the benefits associated with the shortfall in charging will be 
compensated by the quality of applications for full SAB approval that will be 
received, and the associated reduction in determination time this would realise at 
full application stage. 

 
4.16 This will be closely monitored following implementation to ensure the approach is 

reasonable and does not result in excessive charges to applicants or does not result 
in cost recovery associated with the provision of this service by the Council 
requiring subsidy from elsewhere. 

  
5. IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1  Policy Framework – The setting of fees for the provision of the pre-application 

advice service has been undertaken in accordance with the policy contained within 
the Wrexham County Borough Council Fees and Charges Framework. 

 
5.2  Budget – There is currently no budget allocated to the delivery of this duty, existing 

resources are being utilised to deliver the provision of pre-application advice. Grant 
funding of £20,000 was made available from Welsh Government to contribute 
towards setup costs.  Until such time as fees and charges are sufficient to deliver a 
cost neutral Sustainable Drainage Approving Body, funding will be taken from the 
Environment’s Cash Limited Budget.  Charging for pre-advice will support this work 
and offset the need for use of the Cash Limited Budget. 

 
5.3  Legal –   The power to charge for discretionary services is derived from Section 93 

Local Government Act 2003 and is subject to a duty to secure that, taking one 
financial year with another, the income from charges under that subsection does not 
exceed the costs of provision. It is therefore essential that the level of charges is 



 

monitored as suggested. The introduction of a formal pre-application service is 
designed to  ensure higher quality applications at full application stage.  

 
5.4  Staffing – The proposed charging structure will have minimal impact on existing 

staffing or resources as the ability to take payments has been incorporated into the 
Council’s online payments service. As demand and fee payments increase this will 
support the case for additional resource to deliver the SAB duty within Wrexham 
County Borough Council. 

 
5.5  Equality/Human Rights – Members are advised of their duty to consider the full 

Equality Impact Assessment which is available at 
http://vmwinsqld/equalityisalive/Menu.aspx report number E&T/EIA00008/2019. 
Members of the public can request a copy of the full Equality Impact Assessment 
from the Contact Officer named in the header box of this report. 

 
 A summary of the Equality Impact Assessment is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
5.6  Risks – The discretionary charged service will only be attractive to future applicants 

if it is deemed to add value to the SAB approval process. The provision of quality 
advice and comment during the pre-application stages should increase the 
likelihood that all relevant issues, constraints and opportunities are incorporated into 
full SAB applications. If the quality of advice is not realised this may result in a 
reduced uptake of the service with less opportunity to influence or guide future 
applications. This will be monitored to ensure the advice and service provided is fit 
for purpose and adds value to the application process. 

 
6. CONSULTATION 
 
6.1 Internal consultation with officers in Planning & Regulatory has taken place to 

ensure the proposed charging regime is consistent with similar charges applied for 
similar services within the authority. Consultation across the six North Wales SuDS 
Approving Bodies, via the Sustainable Drainage Approving Body Working Group, 
has confirmed the intent of the majority to charge for Pre-Application Advice. Whilst 
mechanism of charging will differ, the scale of charges proposed is generally 
consistent with those proposed elsewhere. 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

LOCATION WEBSITE INFO. 

None 
 

  

 

http://vmwinsqld/equalityisalive/Menu.aspx


 

Appendix 1 
 
SAB Pre-Application Advice Service and Fees 
 

Service Size of 
application Charge Description of 

service/deliverables 

Pre-
application 
scoping & 
Discussion 

All Sites No Charge 

A meeting/discussion of up to 
one hour in duration at SAB 
offices/telephone to discuss 
principles and requirements of 
SuDS standards and introduce 
pre application advice service if 
applicable 

Pre-
application 
advice service 
 
(Please Note: 
This service 
will not consult 
Statutory 
Consultees. 
Applicants are 
advised to 
consider direct 
consultation 
where 
appropriate.) 

0 to 0.1ha 
(minimum 
Fee) 

£126 

Stage 1: Meeting with the 
reviewing SAB Officer of up to 
two hours duration. This is an 
opportunity for the applicant to 
present their proposed drainage 
strategy and solutions for 
discussion, initial feedback and 
comment.  
 
Stage 2: Formal technical review 
of information and 
documentation submitted 
following Stage 1 meeting. A 
summary report providing 
opinion with respect to 
compliance of the proposed 
drainage design with each of the 
6 National Standards and the 
principles underpinning those 
standards will be provided 
within 21 working days of 
submission.   
 
Please note: the level of detail 
provided is dependent on the 
information supplied at the pre-
application stage and feedback on 
the standards can only be provided 
if relevant 
information/documentation has 
been supplied as part of the pre-
application process.  

0.1 to 0.5 ha £126 - £210 

0.5 to 1.0 ha £210 - £285 

1.0 to 5.0 ha £285 - £525 

5.0 to 10.0 ha £525 - £675 

10.0 to 65 ha 
(maximum 
fee) 

£675 - £2250 

Additional 
service above 
that detailed 
in the  Pre-
application 
advice service 

N/A Per hour 

Provision of additional services 
including: attendance at 
meetings, supplementary 
technical review of 
amended/revised designs,  
additional site visits etc. 
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Summary Of Discretionary Charges for Provision of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) Approving Body Pre-Application Advice

Job Title: Chief Officer Environmental & Technical

Completed Date:

Responsible Officer: Darren Williams

Department: Environment & Technical

Department Reference: E&T/EIA00008/2019

All The discretionary service aims to add value to the statutory SuDS Approving Body application process. There is no requirement that this service must be 
procured, as such there is no negative impact identified to any category.

Positive Impacts

Impact Description

Please note, this is a summary of the assessment. Refer to the full text.
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